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It hatl 1 ; a large fucculeru milky root: the Ihiks are fpong^* 
and filled with pith: the flowers eonfift cif many leaves, ex¬ 
panded in form of a rofe growing in an umbel: each flower 
is fucceeded by two large oval-fbaped flat feeds, which are 
very thin, and turn black when ripe : the leaves are like thofe 
of fennel Miller * 

jFeVny* adj. [front fin.*] 

1. Marfby; boggy 5 moorifli. 

Driving in of piles 5 s ufed for ftone or brick houfes, and 
that only where the ground proves fenny or moorifli, Mtxon* 
The hungry crocodile, and hi fling fnakc, 

Lurk in the troubl’d ftream and fenny brake. Prior * 

«. Inhabiting the marfh. 

Fillet of a fenny fnake. 

In the caudrou boil and bake. Sbakcfpeare*s Macbeth*, 

Fi/^NVSTdNEs, n.f A plant. 

F&Vsucked* adj. [fen and fuck.] Sucked out of mar£hes* 

Infect her beauty. 

You fmfuck'd fogs, drawn by the powerful fun* Sh . K. Lear* 
FE'OD n.f [feodum* low Latin ] Fee; tenure* Di£f. 
Fe'odal* adj. [feudal* French, from feed.] Held from another* 
Fe'ooary* n f [from feodum , Latin*] One who holds his 
eftate under the tenure of fuit and femce to a fuperiour 
ford. Sumner* 

To FEOFF v* a. French ; feoffore* low Latin*] 

To put in pofieffion ; to in veil with right. 

Feoffee* n. f [feoffqfusy Latin ; feffe* French. ] One put 
in pofleffion. 

The late earl of Defmond, before his breaking forth in:o 
rebellion, conveyed fecredy all his lands to feoffee in truft, in 
hope to have cut off her majefly from the efeheat of his 
lands. Sp safer $ Slate of Inland. 

JVoffeh. v f [ feffator* low Latin ] One who gives pof- 
feffion of any thing. See Feoffment. 

Fe 'off mint* n.f [ fevffamcntumy Latin.] The aft of grant¬ 
ing poffcflion* 

Any gift or grant of any honours, caftles, lands, or other 
immoveable things, to another in fee-Ample, that is, to him 
and his heirs for ever, by the delivery of feifm of the thing 
given : when it is in writing, it is called a deed of feoffment ; 
and in every feoffment the giver is called the feoffor, ftoffaUr* 
and he that receivcth by virtue thereof the feoffee, feoff atm* 
The proper difference between a feoffor and a donor is, that 
fche feoffor gives in fec-fimple, the donor in fee* tail. CoweL 
The aft of parliament cut off and ftuftrated all fuch con¬ 
veyances as had, by the fpaceof twelve years before his rebel¬ 
lion, been made \ within the compafs whereof the fraudulent 
feoffment of others, his accomplices and fellow traytors, were 
contained. Spenjers State of Inland * 

Fera'city. n.f [feradtasy L.t.] Fruitfulnefs; fertility. DiV?. 
Fe'ral. adj. [feralis* Latin*] Funereal; mournful; deadly. 

Dill. 

Feria'tion* n. f [feriati* Lat] The aft of keeping holi¬ 
day ; reflation from work* 

As though there were an yferiation in nature, this feafon is 
commonly termed the phyucians vacation* Brown’s Vulg, Err. 
FE'RINE* adj. [ferimts* Latin ] Wild; favage* 

The only difficulty that remains is touching thofe ferine* 
noxious, and untameable beafts; as lions, tygers, wolves and 
bears* Hale s Origin of Mankind * 

Per i'nen e ss* n.f [ from ferine f Barbarity ; favagenefs ; 

wildntfs. 

A ferine and neceflitous kind of life, a con variation with 
thofe that wi re fallen into a barbarous habit of life, would 
a lli mi late the next generation to barbarifm and ferimmfs. Hale , 
Ff/rity. n.f [ferttasy Latin.] Barbarity; cruelty; wild- 
nefs , favagenefe 

He reduced him from the nmff abjeft and flupid ferity to 
his fenfes, and to Jobef reafon. tVoodwanls Natural Hijhry * 

To FERME'NT. v. ct. [fermento* Latin; fermenter* French.] 
To exalt or ratify by inteltinc motion of parts. 

Ye vigVnus fwains ! while youth ferments your blood. 
And purer fpirits fwell the fprighSy flood, 

Now range the hills, the thick eft woods befet, 

Wind the fhrill horn, or fpread the waving net. Pope. 

To Ferme nt, v.n. To have the parts put into intdiine 
motion. 

Ff/r m e n t 71. f [ferment y Frcnch ; ferment um* Latin, ] 

1* T hat which caufes intdiine motion* 

The femen puts female into a fever, upon impregnation ; 
and all animal humours which poifon, are putrefying ferments. 

Ft oyer on ike Hu motors. 
Subdue and cool the ferment of defire. Roger ds Sermms* 

2 . The intdiine motion ; tumult, 

Perm rentable, adj. [from ferment.] Capable of fermen- 
ration* 

Firme'ktal. adj. [from ferment .] Having the power to 
caufe fermentation 

Cucumbers, being watcrifli, fill the veina with crude and 
windv ferofities, that contain little fait or fpirit, and debilitate 
the vital acidity and fermcntal faculty of the ftomach. Br.wn. 
Ferment action, n.f [ ferment at io* Latin* ] A flow 
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metier* of the intefline particles of a mixt body, arifing 
ufually from the operation of fome afiive acid matter, which 
ratifies, exalts, and fubtilizes the loft and fulphureous par- 
tides : as when leaven or yeft rarities, lightens, and firmans 
bread or wort, &c And this motion differs much from that 
ufually called ebullition or eftervefccnce, which is a violent 
boiling and ilruggling between an add and an alkali, when 
mixed together. Harris „ 

The juice of grapes, after fermentation 7 will yield a fpiritus 
ardew. Boyle* 

A man, by tumbling his thoughts, and forming them into 
expreffign s, gi ves them a new kind of fermentation ; which 
works them into a finer body, and makes them much dearer 
than they were before* Collier of Frimdjbip. 

The fap; in fluent dance. 

And lively fermentation^ mounting, fpreads 

All this ifinumerous colour'd fccne of things. Thomfin . 

F e rm e'nt a t i v Ei adj . [ from ferment* J Cauflng fermenta¬ 
tion ; having the power to ^aufe fermentationp 

Aromarical fpirits deffroy by their fermentative heat* Arbieth 

FERN, n.f [peajin, Saxon.j A plant* 

The male fern is common on the Jtumps of trees in wood?, 
and on the banks of ditches : the leaves are formed of a num¬ 
ber of frnall pinnules, dentated on the edges, and fet clofe by 
one another on flender ribs* On the bark of thefe pinnules 
are produced the feds, frnall and extremely numerous. De- 
coftions of the root and diet-drinks have been ufed in chro- 
nick disorders and obftruftions* The country people efleem 
it a fovereign remedy for the rickets in children. Hid 

Black was the ioreff, thick with beech it flood. 

Horrid with fern 7 and intricate with thorn ; 

Few paths of human feet or tracks of beafts were worn. 

Dry den’s MntuL 

There are great varieties of fern in different parts of the 
world ; but they are feldom cultivated in gardens. Miller. 

FjFrny. adj . [from fe> «,] Overgrown with fern. 

The herd fuflte’d, did late repair 
To feimy heaths, and to their forefl-Iare. Dryitr u 

Ferocious* adj* [ ferox y Latin ; feroa y French ] 

1. Savage; fierce* 

2 , Ravenous ; rapacious. 

The hare, that bccometh a prey unto man, unto beafts and 
fowls of the air, is fruitful even unto fuperfetation; but the 
lion and ferod m animal hath young ones but feldom, and but 
one at a time. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b . iu, r* l &» 

Smedley rofe in majefty of mud ; 

Shaking the horrors of his ample brow s. 

And each fer ocious feature grim with ooze. 

Pope s Dune indy b. iL 

Fero'city. n.f [ferocitasy Lat feroeitf Fr. from ferocious,] 
Savagcnefs ; wildnefs ; fiercenefs* 

An uncommon ferocity in my countenance, with the re¬ 
markable JJatnefs of mv nofe, and extent of my mouth, have 
procured me the name of lion* Addijorls Guardian * 

Untaught, uncultivated, as they were 
Inhofpitable, full of 'ferocity* Phillips’s Briton. 

Fe'rreous. adi. [fetreus* Latin.] Irony; of iron* 

In the body of glafs there is no .famous or magnetical na¬ 
ture. Brown's Vulgar Ernurs y b. ii. r. 3. 

FE'RRET. n.f. [furedy Welfh ; furet^ French; feiret^ Dutch; 
%nverruy Lat.] 

1, A kind of rat with red eyes and a long fnout, ufed to catch 
rabbits. 

With what an eager earneflnefs fhe looked, having threat- 
ning not only in her ferret eyes, but while flic fpoke her nofe 
feemed to threaten her chin* Sidney* b, ii. 

Cicero 

Looks with fuch ferret and fuch firy eyes, 

As we have fecn him, Sha tf cards fulius C&far* 

Coneys are deffroy cd or taken either by ferrets or purfe- 
nets. Mortimers Husbandry* 

2. A kind of narrow ribband* 

To Fe'Rret. v. a , [from the noun ] To drive out of lurking 
places, as the ferret drives the coney. 

Tiie arthbifhop had ferreted him out of all bis holds* Heylin. 

Fe'rreter. n.f [from ferret*} One that hums another in 
his privacies* 

Fe/rriace, n.f [from ferry*] The faje paid at a ferry. 

Terru^ginous. adj. [ ferrugimux* Fr. firrugineus* Latin,] 
Partaking of the particles and qualities of if on. 

I hey are cold, hot, purgative, diuraick, ferruginous^ fe¬ 
line, petrifying and bituminous, Ra\ on tbe Qreatwi- 

Pe'rrule, n. y* [from ferrum* iron, Latin. ] An iron ring 
put round any thing to keep it from cracking 

The fingers ends arc {Lengthened with nails, as we fortify 
the ends of our flaves or forks with iron hoops or ferrules . Ray. 

Fo FE / RR'V * v* a. [papan, to p^ff, Saxon ; fabf German, a 
paflage. Skinner imagines that this whole family of words 
may be deduced from the Latin mho. I do not love Latin 
originals; but if feh jnuft be fought, may not thefe words 
be more naturally derived from fni y to be carried f] To 
carry over in a boat. 
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Cymodes heard and few; 

He loudly call’d to fuch as were aboard, 

"Fhe little hark unro the ftiorc to draw. 

And him to ferry over that deep ford. Fairy fjjueen^ b. u. 
To Fe / rr V, v. >1. To pals over water in a vdTd of carriage. 
T'hence hurried hack to fire. 

They ferry over this Lei haean found 

Both to and fro, their forrow to augment. Milt. Par . Left. 
Fe'-RY. n.f [from ihe verb.] 

j. A veflel of carriage; a veffel in which goods or paflengers 
are carried over water. 

By this time was the worthy Guy oh brought 
Unro the other fide of that wide ftrund. 

Where fbe was rowing, and for paflage fought: 

Him needed not long call, fhc foon to hand 

Her ferry brought. Fairy ^ueen y b \\. cant r 

There went a ferryboat to carry over the king’s houffiold. 

2 Sa. xix. 18. 

Bring them with imdginM f^eed 
Unto the Trajeft, to the common ferry 
Which trades to Venice, Shake]. Merchant of Venice , 

I went down to the river Brent m the ordinary ferry. Addif 
2* The paflage over which the ferryboat paffes. 

Ferryman, n.f. [ferry and man.] One who keeps a firry; 
one who for hire tranfports goods and pallengers oveir the 
water* 

I paff, methought, the melancholy flood, 

With that grim ferryman, which poets write of, 

Unto the kingdom of perpeiual night, Sbakef. Richard Ilf. 
f he common ferryman of Egypt, that wafted over the 
dead bodies from Memphis, was made by the Greeks the 
ferryman of hell, and fokmn ftories raifed after him. Brown. 

I lie grifly ferryman of hell deuy’d 
jEneas entrance, Till he knew his guide. Rofcommon. 

Perth, or forth* Common terminations are the fame as in 
Engilfli an army ■ coming from the Saxon word ryp£j. Gibfon. 
FE^Rl ILE* adj. [fettile* French; fertility Latin,] 

1- Fruitful; abundant; i>lenteous* 

I had hope of France, 

As firmly as I hope for fet tile England. Shakef Henry VL 
l have had a large, a fair, and a pleafant field; fo fertile* 
that it has given me two harvefts in a Summer. Dryden* 

I afk whether in the uncultivated wafte of America, left to 
nature, without any improvement, a thoufand acres yield the 
needy inhabitants as many conveniencies of life as ten acres 
of fertile land do in Devonftiire ? Locke . 

VTew the wide earth adorn’d with hills and woods, 

I/r h 7 herds > fertile by her floods* Blat km. Great . 
2* With of before the thing produced* 

'I he earth is fertile of ail kind of grain. Camden's Remains. 

I his happy country is extremely ferti^ as of thofe above, 
fo Iikcw'tfe of its produflions under ground. IVo.dward 

bERTLLENBss. n.f [from fertile.] ‘'Fruitfulnefs; fecundity 

J f Vi* 7 ! L 1 TAT y- v - a - [from fertile.-] To fecundate/to 
fertilise; to make fruitful or produftive* 

cl/Lr? WiI ‘ ° r . le <la y ferCitil ie the whole racemation or 
cluiter of eggs, which are not excluded in many weeks after. 

u > „ Brown's Viuhar Err ours. Alii 

dance 1 '-’ V ‘it// r f ft f tli,as ' Latin - J Fecundity j abun¬ 
dance , fruitfulnefs ■> plenteoufnefs. J 

, f wiii go root away 

J he noifom weeds, that without profit fuck 

i he fod s/rr/,' 7 0 . from wholefome flowers. Shak, Rich >f 

Parad.fe nfelf exceeded in beauty and fertility; an d thefe 

places had hut a rdemblancc thereof. J RaSgb's Hijh n - 

the Jndf/ tl °T Sypt ’ throtl S h which the Nile flows/a/d 
the Indies owe their extraordinary fertility, an d thofe mirhtl 

To fJ'r^S/ r ° dUCe a T .' I,CfC Wat V s arc withdrawn. ivFtl 

ful ■ to mafi/l V ‘ a f erf ‘lifer, french ] To make fruit- 

. make plenteous; to make productive; to fecundate 

thatS/r/ 10 ^! With :t a fo « ^rrerffria] 1 matter 

VtWubfa ’ “ be ‘"S KfPy >>>' of 

1A . Your diver 

IJu! hang a faltfifli on his hook, which he 
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i'E SvEtcr. adj. f ftrvetu T *ti n . f 1 ffP^ationfor Death, 

X. Hot I toiling. ’ f ervtf,t > french.] 


2: Hot In temper; vehement. 

They that are mure fervent to difpute, be not always rhs 
in off able to determ i (it** Hooker* b. iv. f 1 4 * 

3. Ardent in piety ; warm in zeal; flaming; with devotion- 

This man being feritnt m the fpirit, taught diligditly the 
things of theLnkl, H&s xvlii. 25, 

So fpake the fervent angel; but his zeal 
None feoiided as out of feafon judg’d, 

Or Angular and rafh* Miltons Paradife Lojl , b. v. 

Let all enquiries into the myfterious points of theology be 
carried oh with fervent petitions ^Qod, that he would dif- 
pofe their minds to dir eft all their fkill to the promotion of st 
good life. South's Stormont. 

Fr'rvently. adv. [from fervent .j 
r* Eagerly; vehemently. 

They all that charge d id fervently apply; 

With greedy .malice and importune toil* Fairy ^utm* b. ii; 
2 . With pious ardour; with holy zeal. 

Ej aphras felutcth you, labouring fervently for you iff 
prayers. Col. iv: 12* 

He cares not how or what he fuffers, fo he fuffer well, and 
be thcfiieiid of thrift; nor where nor when he fufters, fo be 
may do it frequently,^™?, t/y and acceptably. Taylor* 

FETUTD. adj [fervidus* Latin ] 

1. Hot; burning; boiling* 

Vehement; eager; zealous. 

Fertility, n.f j from fervid.] 

*. Heat. 

2. Zeal; paffion ; ardour. 

1 e'& viokess n.j. [from fervid.} Ardour of m : nd ; zeal; 
paffion. 

As to the healing of Malchus’s ear, in the a£l of the meek 
Iamb of God, it was a kind of injury done to him by the 
fetvidhefs of £t« Peter, who knew not yet what fpirit he was 

r J)[; T Bentley’s Sermons. 

EL A vl LA. n.f [ferule* Fr. from ferula* giant fennel, Lat*] An 
innrument of correftion with which young fchofars are beaten 
on the hand : fo named becaufe anciently the ftalks of fennel 
were ufed for this purpofe. 

Thefe differ as much as the rod and ferula. Shaw's Gramm, 

I o r t^R ule, v. a. To chaftife with the ferula. 

Fe'rvour. n.f. [fervor, Latin i fervettr, French-1 
i* Heat; warmtli. 

^ truth that an effeftual fervour pro¬ 

ceeded from this ftar, yet would not the feme determine the 
op.iuon, Broivn s Vulgar ErrourSj b. iv* 

Luce bright Aurora, whole refulgent ray 
Foretells the fervour of enfuinjr day. 

And warns tbeflieplierd with ]Tis flocks retreat 
J O leafy fliadows, from the threatned heat, 
hefc filver drops, like mornin^ dew. 

Foretell the fervour of the day ; ° 

So from one cloud loft fliow’rs we view, 

And biaftinglightnings built away. 

*■ H ]f. of mi, >d5 zeal; Ardour of devotion. 

Odn.us it tnuft needs have been to abolilh that which all 
had held for the fpace of many ages, without reafon fo great 

them? f m n P nf impartial men appear lufficient to clear 

h» hy”,', Tr i ? fll if in fin^r of zcl 

they had removed fuch things. Hooker , b. iv. f. , 4 . 

Haply defpair hath feiz’d her j 

Ur wng’d fnhferv ur of ],cr love, Ihcr’s flown 

Ther/ 5 ^/ 1 . S akefeare's Cymbelinc. 

the 1 rt! at Lu I ett0 ’ m a few ages more, jewels of 
the greateft value in Europe, if the devotion of £ princes 

fesc rr f r ts r c ?yz vour - / /^. 

Th/h // ! { Utch J Fren ^ln] A fmall wire by 

wh^ch thofe who teach to read point out the letters. 7 

, , ea ^ h 1,1111 alphabet upon his fingers, making the nointi 

££\Sp t his left l !"" d bo ' h on the m 

Gme letter, when any of them is pointed at by die Tore" 

s "°j h'S'h" 1 "' 1 ’ i *?> kw ° f dz. 

i each them how manly paffions^ught to move; 

Forfuch as cannot think, can never love: 

And i ?lce they needs will judge the poet’s art, 

ivse,. ; p " rt - 

Ddtuin not fe/eis or poor vech to fow, 

" n,ik «>». Gmt. 

&&*&££ * ba " d ” 
middle: if there he ife, 1 e efcu, ^heon over the 

witl. .he SdJZMaffii Zbt ™ !l,0m i m * if 

muft name the. field and |C, f ' ‘ u f 1me ’ then you. 

eight, or ten you il n^T ytali lf cvetl . as fix, 
or ten, as .the kin - eft *.,'? ^ W,fe » ° r barr y of hx, eight, 
of eight. “ '° aly llvUrs ar gcnt and gules barry 

ro Fe'stk r . ?. t, r f.h- ; v, . f ea ham on Statavnlng. 
Junius.} MLl&L Wan » a corrupted, 

1 ntiiht ev r ’ ; to ? r<)W virulent. ‘ 

which h;.lV*™iL." r : Ri >' s Prefence,'di(cover the fora 
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